
 

Mrs. Fox ELA 

 

Literacy Work 
To be completed during school closure for Coronavirus 

Dear Families, 

The health and safety of your family is our primary concern. While I am sending home 
suggested work during this pandemic, I understand that some families do not have access 
to online learning.  If your child is unable to complete assignments, please let me know by 
emailing me at mfox@byerschool.org and your child will be excused. We appreciate your 
flexibility and hope that you are able to stay healthy (and sane) during this extended 
quarantine. However, I strongly encourage having your child read for at least a half-hour 
every day to promote continuity with their academics. 

 

All assignments will also be posted on Google Classroom. 

 
Literacy Work 

What Needs to be completed each day: 
Students should read for at least half an hour each day. A reading log will be assigned for 
the weeks of 3/16 and 3/23.  

● Reading logs can be found on Google Classroom. Here is a link if you’d like to print a 
log. 

○ Students without online access can simply write the title of their book, the 
pages they read, a short 2-3 sentence summary of what they read and a 
prediction of what will happen next. This can be compiled on paper or sent 
to me via email from a cellphone. 

○ Online books can be found The Free Library of Philadelphia Overdrive, Libby, 
Barnes and Noble Free Nook Books for ages 9-12, and other sources. All 
students were encouraged to raid the library on Friday and should already 
have at least one independent reading book. 
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● Students need to work on Study Island for a half hour or more each day. Students 
should begin by completing assignments that were already assigned as classwork. 

○ To get to ELA assignments, sign in and go to ‘My Classes’. Then click ‘View 
Assignments’ under ELA. 

○ Text Evidence and Literature, Nonfiction Practice, and Writing 
(Introductions, Transitions, and Conclusions) were already assigned. 

○ Additional PSSA Practice has been assigned and should be completed only 
after students have completed the assignments above. 

○ See here for System Requirements for Study Island 
○ I have posted Study Island Usernames and Passwords on Google Classroom. 

If you do not have access, feel free to email me for your login information. 
 
 

DUE MARCH 27th 
● The Woman’s History Month Project is due March 27th. All students were given 

paper copies in class last Monday and the assignment is available below and on 
Google Classroom. 

○ The project can be submitted as a poster (when we return to school) or 
online as a Google Slides Presentation.  

■ Slides presentations should be added to the assignment on Google 
Classroom or shared with mfox@byerschool.org. 

○ Please see the outline and rubric for guidance 
 

Criteria For Women’s History Project: 
For each of the questions, the students need a 3-5 sentence response (except for the 
introduction and visuals). In total, the students need 3 full paragraphs and introduction 
information. Students must also include visuals and at least 2 reliable sources. 

Visuals 
 
 

Introduction 
Introduce the person you researched. Be sure to include their name, birth and death 
date (if applicable and important achievements.  

Early Life 
Write about your person’s life from birth through college-age. How did their early life 
affect their adulthood? When/where were they born? Grow up? What was their family 
like? List brothers and sisters, or other important family members.  Did they go to 
elementary-HS school/college? Where? What were their hobbies? List any other 
interesting facts about their early life. Etc. 
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Adult Life/Career 
Focus on their adult accomplishments, contributions and career life. What are they 
famous for? Did they invent something? Were they the first at something? Did they do 
something to help someone? Married? Children? Where did they live? What made 
them a leader?  What honors or awards did they receive? Any other important facts 
you think are pertinent to the report.  

Conclusion 
How is the world different today because of the person you researched? What will 
they be the most remembered for? How did they influence other people or the world 
around them? How would YOUR life had been different without them? 
 

Citations 
At least 2 reliable sources and all information in the student’s own words. 

 

 

 

Writing Practice: 
Personification  is describing an object or animal as if it were a person. For 
example, instead of saying a cold wind blew the leaves, if you wanted to personify 
the leaves you might say the leaves were dancing in the wind.  

Last week we practiced identifying personification and writing sentences to 
personify the ocean, river, grass, and trees. Write a personification poem that is 5 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GsmW8IT6Cf8sTfKNtUCHayO0stYiFWOOj-FqjzSR_bk/edit?usp=sharing


or more sentences and includes an illustration. For more guidance, see this 
lesson . 

 

Example Poems: 

The Sky is Low by Emily Dickinson  

The sky is low, the clouds are mean,  

A traveling flake of snow  

Across a barn or through a rut 

Debates if it will go.  

A narrow wind complains all day  

How some one treated him;  

Nature, like us, is sometimes caught  

Without her diadem*.  

(*diadem – a jeweled headband used as a royal crown) 

 

April Rain Song by Langston Hughes 

Let the rain kiss you 

Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid drops 

Let the rain sing you a lullaby 

The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk 

The rain makes running pools in the gutter 

The rain plays a little sleep song on our roof at night 

And I love the rain.  

 

https://www.poetry4kids.com/news/personification-poetry-lesson-plan/
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Vocabulary Practice: Unit 11 
For Vocabulary Practice, students should write a story using all 12 of their 
Vocabulary Words for Unit 11, listed below. 

Workbook Practice For Unit 11 Can Be Found Here. Online practice can be found at 
the Vocabulary Workshop website by clicking Unit 11 on the left and Quizlet. 

The words for Unit 11 Are: 
1. Absurd 

a. Meaning: making no sense at all, going completely against or having no reason 

b. Example: No one is going to believe such an absurd story! 

2. Avalanche 

a. Meaning: a large mass of snow, ice, rocks or other material sliding or falling swiftly 

down a mountainside; something resembling such an event 

b. Example: The skiers were almost buried by an avalanche that came roaring down the 

slope. 

3. Classify 

a. Meaning: to group or label in an organized way 

b. Example: Libraries classify books by title, author, and subject. 

4. Ensure 

a. Meaning: to make sure, safe, or certain; to guarantee 

b. Example: The playground was designed to ensure the children's safety. 

5. Navigate  

a. Meaning: to plan and steer the course of a vessel or vehicle; to make one's way, get 

around 

b. Example: A pilot uses charts and instruments to navigate a helicopter. 

6. Nestle 

a. Meaning: to settle down comfortably; to hold lovingly 

b. Example: The child likes to nestle in her mother’s arms. 

7. Plea 
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a. Meaning: an urgent request for help; the answer given in a law court by a person 

accused of a crime 

b. Example: The judge accepted the defendant's plea of not guilty. 

8. Principle 

a. Meaning: a basic rule or law on which others are based; a belief used to tell right from 

wrong 

b. Example: A judge must be a person of high principle. 

9. Realistic 

a. Meaning: using facts and good sense to evaluate people, things, or situations; 

concerned with the practical; resembling real life 

b. Example: The painting was so realistic that it looked like a photograph. 

10. Security 

a. Meaning: freedom from danger, fear or doubt; safety 

b. Example: There is always security around the White House. 

11. Selective 

a. Meaning: very careful about choosing or using 

b. Example: It pays to be a very selective shopper. 

12. Tart 

a. Meaning: having a sharp or sour taste; sharp in manner or tone 

b. Example: My sister replied with a very tart remark. 

Additional Resources 
Students also have access to No Red Ink for extra grammar practice: 

● 5A Invite Link (Mrs.Fox’s Homeroom): 
https://www.noredink.com/join/curved-jaguar-41 

● 5B Invite Link (Miss Afia’s Homeroom): 
https://www.noredink.com/join/uneven-owl-78  

● 5C Invite Link (Mr.Pierce’s Homeroom): 
https://www.noredink.com/join/royal-bat-14 
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As always, please reach out with any questions by emailing 
mfox@byerschool.org or calling or texting me at 267-551-1011. 

 

Best, 

Melissa Fox 
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